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Bringing together a unique set of Australian 
researchers, clinicians and industry 
representatives to SA to share information 
and ideas in precision oncology and genomic 
medicine.

Renowned 
international 

thought leaders

Dr Richard L. Schilsky 
M.D., FACP, FSCT, FASCO

Senior Vice President and Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) of ASCO

Professor Max Parmar
Professor of Medical Statistics and 

Epidemiology and Director of MRC 
Clinical Trials Unit at UCL and 

the Institute of Clinical Trials and 
Methodology at University College 

London

HEAR renowned international thought 
leaders such as Richard Schilsky and Max 
Parmar as well as respected local speakers 
sharing their perspectives and experiences 
integrating precision oncology into clinical 
practice.

GAIN valuable insights from best practices 
and challenges facing the implementation of 
precision oncology in Australia.

LEARN about the workings of molecular 
tumour boards (MTB), including variant 
curation and reporting, when sequencing 
should be applied in a patient’s journey as 
well as management of patients’ experiences 
and expectations. 

DISCUSS key topics including the strengths 
and weaknesses of current tests.

MEET and SHARE your knowledge and 
experiences with experts and thought leaders 
in the field of precision oncology

APOS 2019 is proudly sponsored by:

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Bronze Sponsor

Silver Sponsor



Sunday 10th November 2019

Session 3 : Cancer Diagnostics Chair: A/Prof Luke Hesson

1.30 pm Experiences with tumour panel testing
Prof Stephen Fox
Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, Vic

1.55 pm
Increasing Role of Cytology in Sequencing 
of Solid Tumours

Dr Vivek Rathi
St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne

2.20 pm
Tumour molecular profiling - matching 
patients to therapies

Dr Benhur Amanuel
PathWest Laboratory Medicine WA

2.45 pm Afternoon Tea

Session 4 : Immuno-Oncology: does it fit the 
precision oncology paradigm?

Chair: Prof Michael Brown

3.00 pm Personalised prediction of ICB response
Dr James Wilmott
Melanoma Institute Australia

3.30 pm Combination immuno-oncology trials
Prof Jonathan Cebon 
ONJCRI , Head, Cancer Immunobiology

4.00 pm 
- 5.00 
pm

Panel/Debate: “Are we ready for molecular 
streaming rather than tumour streaming?”

Moderator: Prof Hamish Scott
Panelists: A/Prof Steven Lane, A/Prof 
David Ross, Prof John Simes

5.30 pm Social Function -  Art Gallery of South Australia - Sponsored by Roche

Monday 11th November 2019

8.30 am Arrival, Breakfast

Session 5 : Leukaemia/haematology Chair: Prof Hamish Scott

9.00 am Precision oncology in blood cancers
A/Prof Steven Lane
QIMR Berghofer

9.30 am
Molecular Diagnosis of Myeloproliferative 
Neoplasms

A/Prof David Ross
SA Pathology

10.00 am

Germline predisposition to haematological 
malignancies – intentional and unintentional 
opportunities for precision medicine from 
research and clinical genetic testing

Dr Anna Brown
SA Pathology

10.30 am Morning Tea

Session 6 : AGCMC session - Molecular Profiling Chair: Prof David Thomas

10.50 am Molecular results from MoST screening
Dr Subo Thavaneswaran
Garvan Institute of Medical Research

11.15 am
Correlative science for an immunotherapy 
substudy

Dr Maya Kansara 
Garvan Institute of Medical Research

11.40 am MoST program update
Dr Lucille Sebastian
NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre

12.00 pm 
- 1.00pm

Molecular Tumour Board: cases and panel 
discussion

Moderator: David Thomas
Panelists: Prof Stephen Fox, Dr Frank Lin, 
Dr Subo Thavaneswaran, John Grady

1.00 pm Symposium Close and Lunch
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Saturday 9th November 2019

4.30 pm
Special Plenary Lecture 
Designing trials in the era of Precision 
Medicine

Professor Max Parmar
MRC Clinical Trials Unit at UCL
Institute of Clinical Trials & Methodology

6.30 pm Speakers Dinner - Sponsored by AstraZeneca

Sunday 10th November 2019

8.00 am Arrival, Registration, Breakfast

8.45 am Welcome

8.50 am

Opening Plenary Lecture:  The TAPUR 
Study: Learning from precision medicine 
in practice
Sponsored by Roche Foundation Medicine

Dr Richard Schilsky
American Society of Clinical Oncology

Session 1 : Clinical trials for personalised medicine Chair: Prof John Simes

9.50 am Challenges
Prof John Simes, NHMRC Clinical Trials 
Centre

9.55 am Strategies in Clinical Trials Design
A/Prof Chee Lee, NHMRC Clinical Trials 
Centre

10.20 am
What evidence is needed for practice and 
policy?

A/Prof Peter Grimison, Member of PBAC

10.40am Morning Tea

Session 2 : AGCMC session - Cancer Risk Chair: Prof David Thomas

11.00 am
Early onset cancer - public health 
perspective

Prof David Thomas
Garvan Institute of Medical Research

11.25 am
The Psychosocial Issues in Genomics in 
Oncology project (PiGeOn)

Prof Phyllis Butow
University of Sydney

11.50 am Closing the loop - managing cancer risk
Dr Mandy Ballinger
Garvan Institute of Medical Research

12.15 pm
Precision prevention, screening and 
surveillance for melanoma

A/Prof Anne Cust
University of Sydney

12.40 
pm

Lunch - Sponsored by Illumina Poster presentations from 1pm
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International 
thought leaders

Professor Max Parmar (OBE) - is a Professor of Medical 
Statistics and Epidemiology and Director of both the MRC 
Clinical Trials Unit at UCL and the Institute of Clinical Trials 
and Methodology at University College London.  

From 2001 to 2012 he was an Associate Director of the 
National Cancer Research Network, an organisation which 
more than doubled the number of patients going into cancer 
studies in England. 
Max joined the MRC in 1987.  He has more than 400 
publications in peer reviewed journals, many of which have 
had direct impact on policy, clinical practice and improving 
outcomes for patients. The Unit he directs is at the forefront 
of resolving internationally important questions, particularly 
in infectious diseases and cancer, and also aims to deliver 
swifter and more effective translation of scientific research 
into patient benefits.  It does this by carrying out challenging 
and innovative studies and by developing and implementing 
methodological advances in study design, conduct and 
analysis

Dr. Richard Schilsky - is the Senior Vice President and Chief 
Medical Officer (CMO) of ASCO.

Formerly the Chief of Hematology/Oncology in the Department 
of Medicine and Deputy Director of the University of Chicago 
Comprehensive Cancer Center, he is a highly respected leader 
in the field of clinical oncology. He specializes in new drug 
development and treatment of gastrointestinal cancers. Dr. 
Schilsky is a Past
President of ASCO, having served in the role during 2008 - 
2009, and also a Past Chair of one of the National Cancer 
Institute’s Cooperative Groups, Cancer and Leukemia Group B 
(CALGB). 
Dr. Schilsky’s impressive experience and many accomplishments 
in both clinical medicine and clinical research reflect his deep 
passion for cancer medicine. He has spent the majority of 
his career at the University of Chicago where he joined the 
faculty in 1984, subsequently rising to the rank of Professor of 
Medicine and serving in many roles, including Associate Dean 
for Clinical Research in the Biological Sciences Division and 
Director of the University of Chicago Cancer Research Center. 
From 1995 to 2010, Dr. Schilsky served as chair of the Cancer 
and Leukemia Group B, a national cooperative clinical research 
group funded by the National Cancer Institute (NCI). He has 
extensive experience working with both the NCI and the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) having served as a member 
and chair of the NCI Board of Scientific Advisors, as a member 
of the NCI Clinical and Translational Research Committee, 
and as a member and chair of the Oncologic Drugs Advisory 
Committee of the FDA. Presently, he serves as a member of the 
board of directors of Friends of Cancer Research and of the 
Reagan-Udall Foundation for the FDA. Dr. Schilsky has served 
on the editorial boards of many cancer journals, including 
the Journal of Clinical Oncology. He presently serves on the 
editorial board of the New England Journal of Medicine. Dr. 
Schilsky is the author of nearly 400 original research articles, 
reviews and commentaries.
Early in his career, he worked in the Clinical Pharmacology 
Branch of the Division of Cancer Treatment at the NCI and was 
an Assistant Professor in the Department of Internal Medicine, 
Division of Hematology and Oncology at the University of 
Missouri - Columbia School of Medicine. He was also the head 
of the hematology/medical oncology unit at the Harry S. 
Truman Veterans’ Administration Hospital in Columbia, Missouri.



Renowned national 
thought leaders

Associate Professor Steven Lane - Head of Cancer Program, QIMR Berghofer
Steven Lane is a clinical haematologist and translational researcher, based out of 
the Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital and QIMR Berghofer Medical Research 
Institute. His clinical work focuses on understanding molecular drivers of cancer 
and targeted therapies. He is the Director of Clinical Research in Cancer Care at 
RBWH, and am principal investigator on a number of national cooperative trials. 
Additionally, Steven is the Head of the Cancer Program at QIMR Berghofer, and 
lab head of the Gordon and Jessie Gilmour Leukaemia Research Lab. His lab has 
been supported by the CSL Centenary Fellowship, NHMRC, Leukaemia Foundation, 
Cancer Australia and philanthropic donations.

Professor Phyllis Butow - (BA(Hons), MPH, MClinPsych, PhD) Professor and 
NHMRC Senior Principal Research Fellow, School of Psychology, University of 
Sydney.
Phyllis Butow founded the Psycho-Oncology Co-operative Research Group and 
Centre for Medical Psychology and Evidence-based Decision-making. She has 
won many awards, including the International Psycho-Oncology Society Bernard 
Fox award for outstanding contribution to Psycho-Oncology research in 2009, 
the COSA Tom Reeve award for outstanding contribution to cancer care in 2011, 
NSW Cancer Researcher of the year in 2012 and the NHMRC Elizabeth Blackwell 
award for the best female clinical Fellowship application in 2016. Her work has 
contributed to improved psychosocial care for cancer patients nationally and 
internationally.
Professor John Simes - Director, NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre, University of 
Sydney Professor of Clinical Epidemiology, University of Sydney; NHMRC Senior 
Principal Research Fellow; Medical Oncologist
Professor Robert (John) Simes is a medical oncologist, clinical epidemiologist 
and biostatistician, and international leader in clinical trials research with an 
outstanding track record of leading and contributing to major international clinical 
trials that have influenced clinical practice and policy. His research interests have 
covered evaluating more effective treatments for cancer and cardiovascular 
disease as well as developing improved methods in clinical trials design, quality-
of-life assessment and integrating evidence from several trials to improve clinical 
decision making.
Associate Professor Anne Cust - Epidemiologist Lead, Cancer Epidemiology and 
Prevention Research Group, The University of Sydney School of Public Health
Anne Cust is a NHMRC Career Development Fellow and epidemiologist leading 
the Cancer Epidemiology and Prevention Research Group based at The University 
of Sydney School of Public Health. She is also a Faculty member of the Melanoma 
Institute Australia, where she leads the ‘Prevention, Risk and Detection of 
Melanoma’ Research Theme. Her main research interests are melanoma prevention 
and early detection, risk-stratified cancer screening, and translational cancer 
research. She is President of the Australasian Epidemiological Association (AEA), 
and a Board member of Melanoma and Skin Cancer Trials (MASC).

Dr Mandy Ballinger - Group Leader, Garvan Institute of Medical Research; Head 
of Cohorts, Australian Genomic Cancer Medicine Program
Dr Mandy Ballinger is a Group Leader at the Garvan Institute of Medical Research 
and Head of Cohorts for the Australian Genomic Cancer Medicine Program.  She 
holds a Fellowship from the Cancer Institute NSW and has a Masters in Genetic 
Counselling.  Mandy oversees a program of work focused on defining heritable 
cancer risk and using research cohorts as vehicles for intervention to impact on 
clinical practice and improve outcomes for families.

Professor David Thomas - Head, Cancer Theme, Garvan Institute of Medical 
Research and Director of The Kinghorn Cancer Centre.
David Thomas is a NHMRC Principal Research Fellow and medical oncologist 
whose focus is on the application of genomic technologies to the understanding 
and management of cancer.  Prof Thomas founded the Australasian Sarcoma Study 
Group and established Australia’s leading adolescent and young adult cancer 
unit at the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre. Prof Thomas leads the International 
Sarcoma Kindred Study, now recruiting from 23 centres in 7 countries, and led the 
first international study of denosumab in Giant Cell Tumour of bone, leading to 
FDA and TGA approval. Since moving to NSW, he has established the Australian 
Genomic Cancer Medicine Centre, a national precision medicine program for 
patients with rare and early onset cancers. In 2018, he was President of the 
Connective Tissue Oncology Society, the peak international body in his field.

Dr Vivek Rathi - Anatomical Pathologist
Vivek Rathi is Staff Specialist at St. Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne. His main areas 
of interest include Molecular Pathology, Neuropathology and Cytology. Vivek 
was instrumental in setting up of a FISH laboratory and a cutting edge NATA 
accredited molecular sequencing service for solid tumours at St. Vincent’s in 
2014. Since then he has been involved in all aspects of molecular testing in the 
Department which includes reporting of NGS and FISH tests, interpretation of 
findings, variant curation and bio-informatics. He has contributed to the design and 
validation of multiple NGS assays for clinical testing. He is also an active NATA 
assessor for molecular testing. 

Professor Michael Brown - Head, Translational Oncology Laboratory, Centre for 
Cancer Biology, University of South Australia, Director of the Cancer Clinical Trials 
Unit at Royal Adelaide Hospital (RAH)
Prof. Brown’s major research interests are in preclinical and clinical development 
of chimeric antigen receptor technology and therapeutic arming and targeting 
of monoclonal antibodies. He trained originally as a dual-diploma clinical and 
laboratory immunologist before becoming a consultant medical oncologist. His PhD 
was in gene therapy and cancer immunotherapy. His laboratory is situated in the 
Centre for Cancer Biology, SA Pathology and University of South Australia.

Professor Hamish Scott - Head, Molecular Pathology Research Laboratory, Centre 
for Cancer Biology, University of South Australia
Hamish is involved in the investigation of genomic and transcriptional mechanisms 
and molecular pathogenesis in haematological malignancies, autoimmunity and 
perinatal deaths including identification of disease-causing genes and mutations 
using state-of-the-art technologies and disease models. He recently led the 
identification of mutations in a gene in rare families and patients that predisposed 
them to acute myeloid leukaemia (AML), infectious diseases and lymphoedema. 
He has helped develop and introduce new technologies and tests for improved 
treatment (personalized medicine), in particular CML, and is a Joint Director of the 
ACRF Cancer Genome Facility established at SA Pathology.

Dr Lucille Sebastian- Program Manager, NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre, University 
of Sydney
Lucille is the Program Manager for the Molecular Screening and Therapeutics 
Program at the CTC and is the Head of the Molecular Therapeutics Program at the 
Australian Genomic Cancer Medicine Centre. Together with visionary researchers 
and a dedicated professional team, Lucille has operationalised an innovative 
approach to personalised treatment in advanced and rare cancer research. The 
program links a molecular screening platform with matched therapeutics under a 
novel clinical framework trial design. She is leading the therapeutics program as 
it expands nationally in partnership with researchers, colleagues, industry, cancer 
patients and their families, treating clinicians and hospitals.



A/Professor David Ross - South Australia Pathology
A/Prof David Ross is a Consultant Haematologist with clinical appointments at the 
Royal Adelaide Hospital and Flinders Medical Centre in Adelaide. His clinical and 
research interests include CML and Ph-negative myeloproliferative neoplasms, 
with an emphasis on the use of genomics for prognostication and monitoring of 
response. He has co-authored more than 70 peer-reviewed papers. He is head 
of the RAH Haematology Clinical Trials Unit and the South Australian Cancer 
Research Biobank. He is an examiner for the Royal College of Pathologists of 
Australasia, and holds research appointments in the Centre for Cancer Biology 
(Uni SA) and the South Australian Health & Medical Research Institute.

Dr Subo Thavaneswaran - Medical Oncologist, The Kinghorn Cancer Centre and 
St Vincent’s Hospital, Darlinghurst
Subo’s interests include the diagnosis and management of colorectal and 
gastrointestinal cancers, neuro-oncology and clinical trials. After completion of her 
oncology training, Subo took up a research fellowship at the NHMRC Clinical Trials 
Centre and worked with Australasian Gastro-Intestinal Trials Group (AGITG) and 
lung trials group, ALTG. She also completed a Masters in Clinical Epidemiology. 
Subo is currently the coordinating investigator for an investigator-initiated study 
and is an active sub-investigator on a number of other clinical trials. She is 
completing a PhD in genomic medicine. 

Dr Anna Brown - Head, Molecular Oncology, South Australia Pathology and 
Adjunct Senior Research Fellow, Molecular Pathology Research Laboratory, Centre 
for Cancer Biology, University of South Australia.
Dr Brown works in the field of malignant haematology investigating aberrant 
signalling, transcriptional and genetic changes associated with the pathogenesis of 
acute myeloid leukaemia. More recently, Dr Brown has focused on germline genetic 
predisposition to Haematological Malignancy through the Australian Familial 
Haematological Cancer Study. Dr Brown has identified a range of germline 
mutations in genes predisposing to myeloid and lymphoid subtype malignancies, 
as well as solid tumours. In her current position Dr Brown combines her research 
interests with overseeing the development and implementation of new diagnostic 
tests for molecular oncology using the latest genetic technologies.

A/Professor Chee Lee - Research Fellow and Clinical Lead, NHMRC Clinical Trials 
Centre, University of Sydney; Staff Specialist, St George Hospital.
Chee’s clinical practice is based around lung, gynaecological and other advanced 
cancers. His clinical and research interests are focused on identifying and 
developing better strategies to personalise treatment and improve outcomes for 
patients with advanced cancers. He is also currently a principal and co-investigator 
on a number of clinical trials that investigate novel therapeutic agents for ovarian, 
breast and lung cancers.

A/Professor Peter Grimison - Staff Specialist, Chris O’Brien Lifehouse in Sydney; 
VMO at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital; and Clinical A/Professor at the University of 
Sydney.
His clinical work focuses on testicular cancer, upper gastro-intestinal cancer, 
and sarcoma. He is an experienced clinical trial investigator, study chair, trial 
management committee member. He is an active member and site Principal 
Investigator in clinical trials for the Australasian Gastro-Intestinal Trials Group 
(AGITG) and urogential and prostate trials group, ANZUP. He serves as a member 
of the Australian Government Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee (PBAC), 
and a number of other Federal and NSW Government committees.

A/Professor Luke Hesson - Fellow of the Faculty of Science of the Royal College 
of Pathologists of Australasia, Head of the Cancer Diagnostics Laboratory and 
Laboratory Director of the Kinghorn Centre for Clinical Genomics Sequencing 
Laboratory
The Cancer Diagnostics Laboratory provides genetic testing of cancer tissues for 
the purposes of precision oncology and collaborates closely with clinical trials, 
oncologists and pharma to provide treatment options to patients with different 
types of cancer. The Clinical Genomics Sequencing Laboratory (KCCGSL), provides 
whole genome, whole exome and transcriptomic sequencing to researchers and 
clinicians in Australia and around the world. Luke’s research focuses on genetic and 
epigenetic variants that contribute to the development of cancer and the role these 
play in the clinical management of patients, including their diagnosis and response 
to therapy. 

Professor Stephen Fox - Head, Molecular Pathology Laboratory, Director of 
Pathology at Peter Mac and Professorial Fellow in the Department of Pathology, 
The University of Melbourne.
The focus of Stephen’s lab is on prognostic and predictive markers together with 
the molecular pathology of cancer. Being a Clinical Pathologist, he focuses on 
translating many of the new genomic tests, including KRAS, BRAF, ALK and HER2, 
in colorectal, breast, lung and melanoma. He publishes widely in numerous high-
impact journals, has a strong publication record in excess of 180 articles, citations 
in excess of 9000 (Scopus) and has an H-index of 45. He is recognised as an 
expert in breast and molecular pathology.

Dr Benhur Amanuel - Service Director of Anatomical Pathology PathWest, is also 
Pathologist in Charge, Division of Molecular Pathology, Anatomical Pathology, QEII 
and Clinical Associate Professor, School of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, 
UWA.
After completing his medical education, he specialised in Anatomical Pathology 
at Flinders Medical Centre  Adelaide SA and undertook post doctoral fellowship 
training in Molecular and Soft Tissue Pathology at Emory University,  Atlanta 
Georgia. His areas of diagnostic interest are haematolymphoid pathology, 
molecular diagnosis, soft tissue tumour pathology and enhancement of cancer 
diagnosis services through expansion of molecular diagnostic work to include the 
full range of tumour testing. His areas of research interest include the discovery 
and validation of novel molecular biomarkers of tumours as well as validation and 
technology transfer of novel discoveries into the molecular diagnostic practice.

Dr James Wilmott - Research leader of the Translational Melanoma Research 
Group of the Melanoma Institute Australia
Dr Wilmott is recognised internationally as an emerging expert in clinical 
implications of genomic profiles, immune profiling of cancer tissue and in 
biomarkers of response of systemic therapies. The major focus of his research 
is to improve the efficacy of melanoma therapeutics through better patient 
stratification, biomarker identification and a greater understanding of melanoma 
biology. He has 110 publications since 2012 in the top medical journals, including: 
Nature, Cell, Lancet Oncology, Cancer Cell, Clinical Cancer Research and Nature 
communications.



Professor Michael Brown 
Professor Hamish Scott
Dr Mandy Ballinger
Ms Tiffany Boughtwood
A/Prof Luke Hesson
A/Prof Yeesim Khew-Goodall
Prof Sunil Lakhani
Prof Stuart Pitson
Prof David Thomas
Ms Jo Scorer (Event Organiser) 

Steering Committee

Venues

APOS would like to thank the following venues and 
their staff for making APOS 2019 a success:

Centre for Cancer Biology, University of South 
Australia
Minor Hotels (speaker accommodation - Oaks 
Embassy and Oaks Horizons)
Art Gallery Food and Wine at the Art Gallery of 
South Australia (social function)
Press* Food and Wine (speakers dinner)
Food Lore Kitchen (symposium catering)

Special thanks:

APOS would like to thank: 

Our speakers, international and national

Staff and students from the Centre for Cancer 
Biology for their assistance before and during the 
event

Staff and students from the  Centre for Cancer 
Biology and the Garvan Institute of Medical 
Research for their assistance during the event

Our sponsors, whose support makes APOS a special 
meeting.

APOS 2019 Social Function: 
Art Gallery Food + Wine 
Art Gallery Of South Australia, North Terrace, 
Adelaide SA 5000

Head east on North Terrace (900 m) from the Centre for 
Cancer Biology. You will pass King William Rd which is a 
main road - keep walking straight. Just after passing Kintore 
Ave, you’ll arrive at the Art Gallery opposite the David Jones 
car park. The Art Gallery will be on the left.
If you arrive prior to 5.30pm access to Art Gallery Food + 
Wine will be via the front doors of Art Gallery for a private 
viewing of the Elder Wing - there will be a welcome sign. 
Any late comers will see a sign directing you to the left of the 
main entrance and down a laneway which will also have a 
sign. See the image for closer detail.



Notes:




